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Non-Equivalent Terms in Work with
Historical Sources

Smirnova Anastasial

The purpose of this work is to show what kind of work an
orientalist has to do, studying sources in a foreign (oriental) language
and preparing them for further use. The subject of the research is the
historical source of the 19th century: Narrative of the war in
Affghanistan in 1838-39 by Havelock H. The study of this kind is
often accompanied by noticeable translation difficulties, and first of
all it concerns military terminology and names of weapons. When
translating, it is necessary to give additional explanations to all the
specified terms, even though they have already become borrowings
from the Oriental language. An example of a literate translation: «
the British fell into the hands of: nine pieces of artillery, including
Zabur-zang [pound gun with a range of more than 2000 yards] and a
variety of hand weapons: tufangs [Afghan flintlock], pistols,
tufangchi [musket], shamshirs [saber], pishkabs [a T-shaped blade
designed for punching chain mail] and other oriental items of
equipment». Such a translation clarifies the picture of historical
events during the British siege of the Ghazni fortress in July 1839.
Now the researcher can assess the power of Afghan weapons,
compare them with British weapons, and draw conclusions regarding
the tactics and strategies of both sides, based on real factual data with
an accurate and understandable explanation. Thus, the correct
understanding and adaptation of non-equivalent vocabulary is the
cornerstone in working with historical sources in a foreign language,

! Saint Petersburg State University
E-mail: nez22@mail.ru
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since not only the logic and meaning of the translated text, but also
the historical context depends on their translation.

Keywords: source study; translation; culture; non-equivalent
vocabulary; oriental studies
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Conveying Cultural Words in Radio Drama
Translation, a Functionalist Approach

Ekaterina Anferoval

Radio drama translation presupposes a fusion of classical literary
translation with pragmatic considerations responding to the ultimate
purpose of the source and target texts (ST and TT respectively) as of
being transformed into a radio performance. Engaging in radio drama
translation requires careful rendering of cultural words (Newmark,
1998) from the source language (SL) into target language (TL) so as
to be understood by the audience from the target culture (TC) during
the short acoustic performance. This report describes a case of radio
drama translation, conducted by the researcher, and draws on
elements of skopos (purpose) theory (Vermeer & Reiss, 1984/2013)
in justifying the choice of domestication strategy (Venuti, 1995) for
translation from Persian (Dari) into English. The translated play
written by Amin Najafi, an Afghan playwright and a graduate of
Tehran University (2017), and titled Step-husband [Showhar-e
Natani], is rich in cultural words related to daily life and customs of a
small community in rural Afghanistan (ranging from household
items to religious practices, to idiomatic expressions, etc). The report
addresses choices made for conveyance of cultural words according
to the initial translation brief and the purposes of the TT as being
performed on the radio, understood by the Western audience, and
educating the latter on various social issues of modern Afghanistan.
Furthermore, the report discusses how ensuring loyalty (Nord, 1997)

! Independent Researcher, MA in Iranian Studies, Faculty of World
Studies, University of Tehran
E-mail: eanferova@yahoo.com
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in translation through conducting on-line consultations with the
playwright became a crucial factor in selecting strategies for transfer
of cultural words from the ST to the TT.

Keywords: radio drama translation; functionalism; skopos;
domestication; loyalty
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Translating the Oracular Formula in The
Yoruba Bible

Olalekan Bamidele?!

The oracular formula “Thus says the LORD” is a common
feature of the Old Testament prophetic corpus. It is often used to
introduce a direct statement purportedly from the Lord to the people
through the prophet. The focus of this paper is to lexically analyse
this formula in its Hebrew context with a view to understanding the
appropriateness of its translation in the Yoruba Bible. A blend of
historical and grammatical methods of research will be employed in
this study. A brief history of the translation of the Yoruba Bible will
be presented, followed by an analysis of the Hebrew oracular
formular. Data will be gathered from three versions of the Yoruba
Bible namely Bibeli Mimo (BM), Bibeli Iroyin Ayo (BIA), and
Bibeli Fagun (BF). These will be lexically and semantically analysed
and their appropriateness underscored. The findings and
recommendations of the study will be succinctly presented.

Keywords: Bible; translation studies; religious translation
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Enhancing the Self-Correction Capacity of
Science Through Improved Reporting and
Flagging of Published Errors

Jennifer A. Byrne!

Scientific progress relies upon the capacity of the research
literature to self-correct, yet both the prevalence of published errors
and reported obstacles to their correction indicate that science’s
capacity to self-correct remains inadequate. Drawing upon
experiences of identifying and describing verifiable errors in human
gene function publications, | will highlight new potential challenges
to post-publication error correction. Our study compared journal
responses to notifications of a specific error in 31 research papers
that were published across 13 biomedical research journals. Each of
the 31 publications employed the same experimental technique and
described the same type of error affecting the same type of biological
reagent. The 31 papers generated 26 published responses (14
retractions, 5 expressions of concern, 7 author corrections which
included one resolved expression of concern) as well as 6 stated
decisions to take no action. Variations in responses were noted both
between different journals and by 4 journals that published different
responses to at least 2 papers. Viewed collectively, different
biomedical journal responses to research papers with the same error
type suggest that editorial staff require more support to interpret

1 NSW Health Statewide Biobank, NSW Health Pathology; Faculty
of Medicine and Health, University of Sydney, NSW, Australia
E-mail: jennifer.byrne@sydney.edu.au
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notifications of published errors. 1 will describe two simple
approaches that could allow the notification and subsequent flagging
of incorrect publications to be more timely, efficient and transparent.
These approaches include a draft template to facilitate the
communication, interpretation, investigation and reporting of
published errors.

Keywords: correction; experimental reagent; expression of
concern; retraction; published errors
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Publishing in International Journals for
Early Career Scholars

Alexander L. Q. Chen!

Young and early-career scholars customarily find it difficult to
navigate around the formal and informal requirements of publishing
in international, peer-reviewed journals. The purpose of this paper is
to provide other early career scholars with an overview of the
process of submitting and publishing in competitive journals,
anchored in my own experiences of the peer-reviewing, copy-editing,
and publication processes. To this end, three focus areas will be
highlighted. First, | will address the relevant strategic considerations
that enter the selection of a journal for submission, discussing the
various caveats that should be considered. Second, | will attempt to
clarify the peer-reviewing process by listing the various steps that it
usually involves, followed by how you should respond to peer-
reviewer comments and other contingencies. Last, | describe various
ways to improve the reach of your published paper to gain more
traction and leverage it as a potential asset for the further
advancement of your career as an early career-scholar.

Keywords: publication strategy; early career scholars;
international journals; peer-review

! Department of Sociology, University of Copenhagen; Sino-Danish
Center for Education and Research, University of Chinese Academy
of Sciences
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Translation Problems of Modern Iranian
Poetry

A. K. Cherkunova?

Translation of poetic texts always presents a special difficulty,
which does not allow artificial intelligence to translate it perfectly. It
is necessary not only to correctly convey the inherent meaning of the
work, but also to have a rich vocabulary, experience working with
poetry and to know the features of literature, both the original and
the recipient language. The proposed report observes the problems of
translating the works of the modern Iranian poetess and public figure
Sylvanas Salmanpour (UAE) from Persian into Russian. She writes
in modern Persian, Arabic and the Evazi dialect, which is common in
Iran in the Lorestan district. This research will take some of Ms.
Salmanpour’s poems from her collection of poems called Kajaveh
Raz (2020).

Keywords: Silvana Salmanpour; translation; contemporary
poetry; Lorestan

! Institute of Linguistics Russian Academy of Science, Department
of Iranian Languages
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Khayyam’s Wine and the Beloved in
Fitzgerald’s Rubaiyat: Translated,
Refracted or Distorted?

Ehsan Ekhtiari?!

Translation seems inevitable in this age of communication and
takes place in the oral or written medium. Translation was practiced
first for religious texts. In the history of translation, the age-old
guestion has remained with us: should a translation be a literal one or
a free one? In the 18th century, Alexander Fraser Tytler discussed in
his article three rules in translating. This discussion has continued
up to the contemporary translation scholars as “to move the reader
toward the writer”, or “move the writer toward the reader”? In
examining Khayyam’s Rubaiyat translated by Fitzgerald, the
researcher will adopt Lefevere’s terminology in literary translation
studies associated with target-oriented approach. For him, there are
three constraints at work in a translation procedure which are
“patronage”, “poetics”, and “ideology”. When it comes to poetry,
translation gets more difficult and complex because besides
translating the meaning of the “original” text, the translator has to
come up with equivalent structure, meter and rhyme. Fitzgerald has
been successful in fulfilling the latter but has failed to do the former.
To the researcher, Fitzgerald’s work was merely an adaptation as far
as it has failed to be either a “literal” or a “free” translation of the
original text in the strict sense of the words and more importantly has

1 PhD student, Faculty of Foreign Languages and Literatures,
University of Bucharest
E-mail: Ekhtiaril986@yahoo.com
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failed to propose a true picture of Khayyam and his ideology but
rather has distorted it.
Keywords: adaptation; beloved; death; life; Rubaiyat
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Securitization of Iran: Patterns of Access to
Publishing Houses and Communicative
Events by Iranian-American Memoirists

Zeinab Ghasemi Tari!

An examination of the dynamics of the circulation and reception
of Iranian-American memoirs is not conceivable without considering
how books are published, promoted and publicize in the United
States. The present paper discusses some dimensions of Iranian-
American pattern of access to major publishing companies in the
United States and constructing Iran as a security threat by promoting
and dissemination certain content on the country. Using Van Dijk’s
argument of dominance and patterns of the preferential access to
public discourse this article attempts to offer more insight into
general political, sociocultural and economic aspects of “knowledge
production” on post-revolutionary Iran in the United States by the
ways lranian-American memoirs are promoted and publicized
through six major publishing houses in the US (known as the big
six), Random House (a subsidiary of Bertelsmann), Simon and
Schuster (a subsidiary of CBS Corporation), HarperCollins (a
subsidiary of Fox), The Penguin Group (a subsidiary of Pearson)
Macmillan, and Hachette Book Group. The paper would argue on the
ways in which the perceptions and views of minority of Iranians,
which often moves in parallel with the demonized image of Iran in

! Assistant Professor, Department of American Studies, Faculty of
World Studies, University of Tehran
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the United States, are vocalized and promoted through the
“privileged access” to discourse and “means of communication”.

Keywords: discourse, diaspora, knowledge production, privilege
access, publication, Iranian-Americans.
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Impact of Bilateral Relations on the
Publication of Translations: The Case of
Sino-Serbian Cultural Ties

Jelena Gledi¢!

While the publishing world has a well-established strong
dynamic connection with the wider public, popular culture and
market trends, the role and impact of state actors is a less researched
aspect of publication research. However, bilateral relations can have
strong links with publication policies and strategies in the case of
translations, as shown in this paper in the case of China and Serbia.
Namely, the history of Sino-Serbian bilateral relations can be well
traced through its reflection in the publication of translations in both
countries. This paper presents this parallel historical overview and
outlines major periods, while also detailing the specifics of
significant shifts. The results of the analysis can provide useful
indicators for translators and publishers for upcoming shifts in
market needs and opportunities, and at the same time inspire ideas on
how to expand and improve the publication of translated works
effectively.

Keywords: Sino-Serbian relations; translation studies
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The Impact of Cultural and Transitional
Studies on Comparative Literature

Azadeh Mehrpouyan!

With globalization, comparative literature attempts to cross-
linguistic and political boundaries, even preserving and reviving
languages, even minor languages with cultural and ethnic exchanges.
Such this emergence of comparative literature world can come from
translation, and translation and cultural studies as important and
effective factors in comparative literature. The role, relationship, and
impact of translation and cultural studies on comparative literature
are explored within some literary examples via a descriptive analysis.
This study confirms an interlink exists among culture, literature, and
translation intangibly and inevitably. Additionally, translational and
cultural studies in comparative literature help people to understand
each other and they play a complementary role for comparative
literature. The results show that cultural and transitional studies
might be fruity in forming a literary system, new literary genre along
with intercultural conversation; yet, scholars of comparative
literature have argued that their discipline has been subsumed and
substituted by translation studies, citing concerns about comparative
literature’s status.

Keywords: Culture; Transitional Studies; Comparative
Literature; Impact; Role
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An Investigation into Research Methodology
and Orientation of Papers Published from
1980 to 2019 in Applied Linguistics Journals

Hussein Meihamit

This study explored the research methodology and research
orientation of the papers published in seven world-leading applied
linguistics journals from 1980 to 2019. To that end, a corpus
including 3491 papers from seven applied linguistics journals was
investigated. The papers were examined for their research
methodology based on qualitative, quantitative, and mixed-methods
methodologies and their research orientations based on ten research
orientations that were the main focus of applied linguistics studies.
The research orientations were obtained from the topics of special
issues of the applied linguistics journals. The papers were extracted
and analyzed for their research methodologies and orientations
according to the three research methodology types and ten research
orientations. The results of the study indicated that from 1980 to
2000, the dominant research methodology was quantitative one,
while from 2001 to 2019, the qualitative research methodology had
an increasing trend of being used by applied linguistics researchers.
Moreover, the results of the current study showed that from 2010 to
2019, the applied linguistics researchers showed positive attentions
to use mixed methods methodology in their research studies.

! Assistant Professor of Applied Linguistics, Department of English
Language, Imam Khomeini International University, Qazvin, Iran
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Furthermore, the corpus analysis from 2000 to 2019 indicated that
teaching, teachers, and assessment issues started to show an
increasing trajectory of being addressed in the applied linguistics
papers. Thus, this study's findings can help the researchers,
especially the less experienced ones, refine their knowledge about
what has already been done in the field to focus their research studies
on the less-examined issues.

Keywords: applied linguistics; research methodology and
orientation; journals
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Role of Translations in Presenting Latin
America to Iranian Society

Elaheh Nourigholamizadeh?

Latin America encompasses diverse group of countries which, in
spite of differences, share common elements of language, culture and
historical experience. The peculiar characteristics of Latin America
in various fields such as culture, society, political structures and
economic endowments make the countries of the region so
fascinating for other people of the increasingly interconnected world.
Translation has always had a crucial role in the intercultural
communication and challenges such as misunderstanding or
confusion caused by lack of knowledge of another culture could be
overcome by translation. Growing tendencies of globalization and
international cooperation in different fields make translation a very
useful instrument for presenting Latin America to Iranian society. A
documental research on the Persian translations of the books
regarding Latin America demonstrates that most of them are indirect
translation from well-known and best-seller literary works. Indirect
translation from sources with American- or Eurocentric- vision
(mainly in English) is representing a represented reality and distorts
the real image of the region. Moreover, becoming familiar with a
foreign culture requires going beyond the literary works and studying
other academic fields such as sociology, history, even politics and
economics. Overall, this investigation affirms the necessity of direct
translation from Spanish and Portuguese sources and inclusion of
other fields in the translations addressing Latin America.
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Machine Translation in the Era of Artificial
Intelligence: Challenges and Opportunities

Esmaeel Ali Salimi! and Sarah Nosrati?

Year on year the usage of machine translation (MT) is increasing,
indicating that MT quality is continually improving. Neural machine
translation in the age of artificial intelligence has been a revolution in
the fields of computational linguistic and translation studies. Despite
this rapid development, the quality of MT is still a big concern for
reluctant professional translators who don’t incorporate MT in their
working process. In order to achieve higher quality, it is necessary to
evaluate translations rendered by MT. In this paper, it has been tried
to examine the translation quality of four machine translations using
global evaluation parameters suggested by Cristina Toledo (2010).
Machine translations under study are both local (Targoman and
Faraazin) and foreign (Google and Bing). Our 2000-word corpora
(two 500-word texts in Persian and two 500-word texts in English)
were given to each MT and using Toledo’s global evaluation
parameters (2010) the translations were evaluated and then the
results were compared. It was found that local machine translations
(Targoman, in particular) were better in translating from English into
Persian; and the foreign machine translations (especially, Google
Translate) had a better performance in translating from Persian into
English. Further research should be done in this regard so that the
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machine translation designers make use of their result and working

on the detected errors and solving them or even using the research

solutions, make more and more improvements in the quality of MT.
Keywords: Machine translation; evaluation; Toledo
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A Research Writing Course to Develop
Scholarly Writing Skills: A Multiple Case of
Non-Native English-Speaking Novice
Scholars

Esmaeel Ali Salimi! and Fateme Sajedi?

It is getting increasingly important to be capable of writing for
publication in English to survive in academia, however it is difficult
for non-native English speaking (NNES) scholars. Lots of different
challenges faced by NNES scholars are documented in the literature
but there is a lack of research on the way English for Specific
Purposes (ESP) experts can help such scholars overcome these
challenges. This qualitative study offers an instructional course of
research writing, and examines to what extent this course can teach
NNES novice scholars to write research articles and can raise their
awareness towards sociopolitical issues of scholarly publication. The
research writing course is delivered to 14 graduate students of three
Iranian universities. They learn to analyze the steps of research
articles in their own discipline, and to write one as an assignment for
the course. They are also asked to discuss sociopolitical issues of
scholarly publication such as plagiarism, NES and NNES scholars,
etc. To collect data pre-course and post-course questionnaires,
interviews, audio-taped interactions of the class, individual
conferences, and students’ writings are used. To analyze the data the
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grounded theory approach and the case study approach are
employed. The study indicates that research writing skills are
developed in the students by improving cohesion and coherence,
clarity, and accuracy. In addition, the students’ critical awareness of
sociopolitical issues of scholarly publication is increased and a sense
of empowerment is developed. Some also end up considering writing
as situated practice, that is closely related to writers and readers.
Keywords: novice scholars; NNES; scholarly writing skills
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Translation of Attitude in Translating the
Holy Quran into English: A Comparative
Study

Sina Salehit

This study aims at finding the differences in translation of the
attitude taken by the holy Quran toward the Jews by two different
translators from different religious backgrounds. The study can be
placed within the domain of discourse analysis and descriptive
translation studies. The model of analysis is the appraisal theory first
put forward by Martin and White (2005). The model is focused on
the use of language as a means for taking attitudes toward different
phenomena by providing a categorization of such stance-takings. The
corpus of the study consisted of 20 verses of Quran about the Jews
with their translations into English by one Muslim (Yusuf Ali) and
one Jewish translator (Nessim Josef Dawood). The Arabic verses
were obtained from the website Ghorani.com in addition to the
English translation by Yusuf Ali. The second translation was
obtained from The Koran by N.J. Dawood. The results of the study
showed that there was not a significant difference between the two
translations in terms of translation of such attitudinal markings. This
could be partly attributed to the translator's intentional effort to see
and translate Quran apart from any religious bias, which can be
inferred from Dawood’s interviews about his translation of the holy
Quran. This study is a small-scale study, which cannot be
generalized to large populations. In order to do so, larger-scale
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studies should be conducted comparing more translations and taking
into consideration other contextual factors such as the translators’
habitus, and the context in which the translations occurred.

Keywords: appraisal theory; attitude; stance-taking; Quran
translation
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Reflecting on the Reflection of Culture in
Translation as a Challenging Enterprise

Sara Zandian?!

Meaning of a text is a context-dependent variable and culture as a
controversial concept in translation studies might be preserved,
distorted or lost in the translation. Whereas translation as an inter-
cultural communication tends to bridge the gap between the source
and target cultures, it incorporates the challenging task of transferring
the source text’s cultural referents. This fact has made inter-cultural
competence as an indispensable component of translation competence.
Thus, this study seeks to shed light on how translators perceive and
handle the culture-bound features of discourse. To uncover the cross-
cultural negotiations between the source and target texts conducted by
the translators as intercultural mediators, the Persian translations of
The Great Gatsby and The Catcher in the Rye were scrutinized in light
of Newmark’s proposed framework for translating cultural words. The
results suggested both translations suffered from some serious
shortcomings considering the manipulation of certain culture-specific
items which was more observable in the translation of The Catcher in
the Rye. As utterances convey within them the intention of being
perceived for what they are by their receivers, it can be implied that
the Persian addresses’ possible misunderstanding of the intended texts
function may be partly ascribed to the translators’ inefficiency in
communicating the cultural significance of the discourse. This study
might lend some contribution to provide a possibly more dynamic
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view of the cultural challenges involved in the translation and new
perspectives for evaluating the inter-cultural competence of translators.

Keywords: inter-cultural competence; cultural challenges;
manipulation









ot oleils

The First International Conference on
Publication Research

Translation and Cultural Development

ACECR Publications

Tehran, University of Science and Culture
May 2021

Website: http://pubconf.isba.ir



